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Report on the experience exchange visit of Lithuanian NGO to The Ecological Council, Demark

Prepared by Inga Ringailaite, Christian Ege

Visitor: Mrs. Inga Ringailaite, Sustainable Development Initiatives, DVI (LT)

Host: Mr. Christian Ege, EcoCouncil (DK).
	#
	Sites/ organisations/ contact information
	Topics of the discussions

	
	9 November 2009, Monday
	

	
	Arrival
	

	
	10 November 2009, Tuesday
	

	1. 
	The Green House in Køge

www.detgroennehus.dk
	A local initiative working with citizens, municipality and companies to promote sustainable living.

· Presentation on the project “Home for the future”. Experiences from the involvement of different stakeholders into project activities: the municipality, architects, real estate development companies and construction companies.

· After the discussion the district of the passive houses “Home for the future” was visited and architecture was observed. 
· Presentation on the Energy efficiency consultation activities of the bureau (Energy service project).

· Presentation on the project “Climate caravan” – an education project directed towards the public school.

· Presentation of EU project on sustainable transport PROMOTION (participants from 10 countries).

· Presentation of other activities of the center.


	2. 
	The Ecological Council
	Presentation of NGO activities on various environmental topics on Energy, traffic, chemicals, agriculture and green tax reform.

Discussions on importance of communication with media, ways to attract media to environmental activities and involvement of public.



	3. 
	Energy information center (“Energitjenesten”/The Energy Sercice)
	Presentation of 

· Energy service project activities

· Presentation on the project “Climate caravan” on providing information for the school children (5th grade)
· Schools energy forum and “Schools for energy” organization
· Cases of training of “green craftsmen”
· Green diplomas (simplified version of EMAS, more convenient for small organizations like shops)
Common discussion and information on the preparation of the Climate action plans for the municipalities. More information on the Electricity Saving Fund can be found on internet site (www.elsparefonden.dk). From 2010 the fund will be expanded to the Center for Energy Conservation, which will also include reduction of heat consumption.

Information on the initiative taken by DN - the Danish Nature Conservation Society - to sign pact with municipalities on reduction of energy use by 2% annually was presented.

As a source of information on the windmill farms was named brochure on internet (www.middelgrunden.de).



	
	11 November 2009
	

	4. 
	Danish Agriculture and Food Council
An organization representing farmers and food industry.
	A very in-depth discussion on the strategic priorities of the Danish agricultural sector in the area of Climate Change:

· Plans to have 50% of animal’s manure utilized for the biogas production by the year 2020.
· Use of waste biomass from agriculture for the fuel.
· Innovative production of biodiesel from animal by-products.
· Agricultural research center in Jutland (DJF/Arhus University - http://www.agrsci.org/) plays a leading role in research on mitigation as well as adaptation to climate change.


	5. 
	Hashøj Biogas 

A large biogas production facility with manure supply from several farmers.
	A guided tour in the biogas facility and energy power plant was taken. Experiences from the operation of the facilities were discussed in detail. The biogas is used for a co-generation plant in the nearby village.

	
	12 November 2009
	

	6. 
	Veljeåparken

A residential area recently renovated with regards to energy efficiency
	Presentation of the implemented large-scale renovation project, discussion on the practical issues of the project preparation, funding and implementation, as well as motivation and involvement of the local community. Guided tour to renovated apartments and buildings. 



	7. 
	Visit energy renovation project Albertslund South
	Excursion to see practical examples of the renovated blocs of apartments – an exhibition and a show flat.

	8. 
	Albertslund Municipality

A local government on the forefront with sustainability
	Presentation of the municipality’s activities in the area of the climate change mitigation. Talking about municipality’s efforts to engage the local citizens, energy savings and collaboration between local governments and organizations. Special attention was given to preparation of the municipal climate plans, and their practical implementation. See: http://www.fbbb.dk/Files/Filer/AMH_Christensen_-_Albertslund_Kommune_ws_30-10_2009.pdf 



	9. 
	Albertslund Agenda Center

A local Agenda 21 center taking local initiatives to promote sustainable living.
	Presentation of the centers’ activities and initiatives on involvement of the local community into the environmental activities, practical experiences from the communication with media.

	
	13 November 2009
	

	10. 
	A/B Søpassagen


	Visiting private apartment building that took private initiative to reduce their heat and electricity consumption and to minimise CO2 emissions. Presentation of the project and developments, future plans. They are aiming at being the first CO2-neutral co-operative housing association. They received the environmental award of the Copenhagen Municipality in November 2009.



	11. 
	Østerbrogade 109
Environmental Center Østerbro
	Visiting house that was one of the first renovations and was renovated 10-15 years ago. The architect had shared his experiences form the technical development of the project. See http://www.ecocouncil.dk/english/archive/2008/guide_engergy_use.pdf, page 23.



	12. 
	Blockproject on Aalborggade

Københavns Energi
	A residential block. Presentation of the joint project enhancing energy efficiency in private housing. Talking about mobilization strategies and energy reduction. 



	13. 
	Borgmestervænget 


	A residential block demonstrating their installation of the solar powered household waste composting facility. Discussion of the incentives to involve the general public and individual citizens into practical environmental activities.



	14. 
	Ecocouncil
	· Discussion of the findings of the visit, 

· Discussion on the further activities of the project and namely development of the publication.

· Discussion of further development of the co-operation projects in co-operation with Latvian and Belarusian NGOs in the area of climate change and green tax reform.

· Wrap-up of the visit



	
	14-15 November 2009
	

	
	16 November 2009
	

	
	Departure
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